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PRETAETE 
TH E following Diſcourſe 


was delivered 1n a Place, 
where unhappily the Spirit 
of heaping tothemſelves teachers, 
prevailed among numbers of 
its community, to an extra- 
ordinary degree: and con- 
ſequently, by the ignorance 
of thoſe teachers, where the 
doctrines therein controvert- 
ed were copiouſly diſſemin- 
ated. It was repreſented to 
the Author, that the publi- 
cation of it, to the end that 
it might be putinto the hands 


of 


A FREFACEE. 
of thoſe, who denied him the 
. power of addreſſing them 
from his pulpit, might be 
attended with a ſalutary ef- 
fect. If therefore, this, his 
firſt venture into publick, 
thould chance to ftray be- 
yond his own ſecluded com- 
munity; be this his apology. 
What comes from the pul- 
pit (as far at leaſt as Doctrine 
is concerned) {hould be fit 
to ſtand a publick examina- 
tion: the fubject will fecure 
the Author from the impu- 
tation of an attempt at liter- 
ary fame; for, unhappily, 


he 


PREFACE, w 
he mult {peak on this topic 
chiefly to the lower claſles. 


The Author 1s conſcious, 
that in the following pages 
he offers nothing new. The 
controverted points have ex- 
iſted ſince the firſt age of the 
Golpel; and ſuch are the 
weapons with which they 
have been repcatedly foiled, 
If he has placed, in one 
dear and compact form, 
what muſt otherwiſe have 
been collected from larger 
Works, and conſequently 
beyond the reach of the il- 

literate, 


vn PR E FA C E. 
literate, his end is anſwered. 
Theſe, who would wiſh for 
further and more copious 
views of the ſubject, he refers 
to the great ſource of hisown 
information:--—Biſhop Bull's 
HARMONIA APOSTOLICA, 


RoMANS 
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THEREFORE WE CONCLUDE THAT A 
MAN IS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH WITH= 
OUT THE DEEDS OF THE LAW. 


JAMES un.—24. 


YE SEE THEN HOW THAT BY,WORKS 
A MAN IS JUSTIFIED, AND NOT BY 
FAITH ONLY, 


HE words, which I have here 
brought together, contain the ſe- 
perate deduttions from a moſt impor- 
tant argument ;—in which, our two 
Apoſtles diſcuſs the Principle, and lay 
down the Rule for the attainment of 
Salvation. Under a partial Obterva- 
tion, nothing can appear to aſſert doc- 
trines more immediately at variance 
with each other: fill, on this Rock we 
B proſeſs 
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profeſs to build our hopes of Salvation; 
and allow the neceſlity of regulating 
our conduct on the precepts of theſe 
great Maſters in ſacred Wildom, As 
to Authority, neither dare we prefer or 
impeach either; each having the ſanc- 
tion of a Divine Commiſſion; each 
ſpeaking under the law of Inſpiration. 
How then may we proceed? Shall we 
build our Hopes on Faith alone? — 
But St. James tells us, that as the Body 
without the Spirit is dead, ſo Failh 
without Works is dead alſo—*, Shall 
our Works then ſave us ?—QOur Lord 
himſelf has declared, that when we have 
done all thoſe Things, which are com- 
manded us, ſtill we are but unprofitable 
Servants f. 


To that claſs of Chriſtians, who are 
actuated by the ſincere deſire of living 
in ſtrict conformity to the Laws of 
God, (denied however, the power of 
having free acceſs to the obſcurer 
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parts of Goſpel revelation) theſe ap- 
parent contrarities can but afford much 
perplexity and uneaſineſs. I ſhall 
therefore make it the buſineſs of the 
following diſcourle to reconcile this 
Apoſtolical reaſoning; and thence I 
would infer what is the genuine Gol- 
pel doctrine: for we may reſt fully 
ſatisfied that one alone can be main- 
tained, 


To prepare the way for this under- 
taking, I could premiſe the neceſſity of 
bringing forward one of our Apoſtles 
to illuſtrate the full meaning of the 
other. The ſpirit of each mult be the 
ſame; ſince the holy guide, of which 
each ſo eminently partook, cannot prove 
the ſource of diſunion. In words, how- 
ever, they apparently differ: one there- 
tore muſt ſtand forward as an interpreter. 


Now, from ſeveral weighty conſider- 
ations, it will appear reaſonable, that 
St. James ſhould fill this office towards 

| 32 St. 
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St. Paul. Moſt reaſonable that it ſhould 
be ſo, when we recolleét that St. Paul 
wrote, comparatively, in an early age 
of the church; St. James in one lome- 
What more remote *: — that the one 
ſpeaks what may be warped to a du: 
bious ſenſe; the other, what can be an- 
nexed to one alone: in ſhort, that 
St. James wrote purpolely to combat 
certain hereſies, which had thus early 
introduced themſelves into the Church 
of Chriſt, from a falſe interpretation of 
St. Paul's doctrine. That ſuch perver- 
lions had prevailed (beſides the general 
language of antiquity) St. Paul himſelf 
bears tellimony; when he complains, 
that they /landerouſly reported him lo ſay, 
Let us do evit that good may comeT.— 
And indeed it is an opinion, which has 
the ſanction of antient and great autho- 
rity, that not only this Epiſtle by St. 
James, but thoſe alſo which bear the 
titles of the ſecond of St. Peter, the 

firſt 


* St. Paul wrote his Epiſtle to the Romans about 
the year 37, St. James about A. D. 60. 
+ Romans i1i.—8. 
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firſt of St. John, and that alſo by St. 
Jude, were chiefly levelled againſt thoſe 
early heretics, who from St. Paul had 
falſely wreſted, among other deluſions, 
the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith 

alone, independent of Works, And, in 
conformity to this, we read in the ſecond 
Epiſtle of St. Peter, that in St. Paul's 
Epiltles are ſome things hard to be under- 
flood, which they that are unlearned and 
unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other 
ſeriptures, unto their own deſiruction “. 
How juſt, thou gh melancholy a portrait 
of what prevails even in our own days! 


From theſe cireumſtances, therefore, 

I would urge the propriety of making 
ule of St. James, to illuſtrate the true 
meaning of St. Paul: to which I may 
likewiſe add, as ſomewhat of internal 
evidence, that ſuch was the immediate 
drift of the Apoltle himſelf; that he 
actually makes uſe of the ſame argument 
in the example of Abraham, to prove 
| the 
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1 
the neceſſity of good works unto Jjuſ- 


tification, which St. Paul had previ- 


oully uſed to impreſs the efficacy of 
Faith, 


Having offered thus much in ſupport 
of this proceeding, I ſhall content my- 
ſelf for the preſent, with the bare aſ- 
ſertion, that St. Paul utters the ſame 
Doctrine preciſely, which St. James 
(conſiſtent with his office of an inter- 
preter) has expreſſed in terms more 
explicit :—that by works a man is juſ- 
tified, and not by faith only*. And 
that 1t may not be objetted, that either 
ſenfe 1s hereby diſtorted to an arbitrary 
meaning, I ſhall proceed to eſtabliſh it 
by collateral proofs, even from the Epil- 
tles of St. Paul himſelf, 


I obſerved, that the meaning of St. 
James was open but to one ;—the ob- 
vious conſtruction: the words of the 
other Apoſtle doubtleſs involve ſome 


ambiguity. 
* James 1i.—24. 
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ambiguity. I ſhall therefore clear the 
way for a reconciliation of their ſenti- 
ments, by an explanation of the ſeve- 
ral terms which they contain: v:z. 


1. JUSTIFICATION. 
2. Fairn. And 
g. Works. 


Hence, every difficulty will vaniſh ; 
for we may be certain, that the appa- 
rent difference in the Apoſtolical rea- 
ſoning muſt conſiſt in words only. 


1. I need not enter on a minute 
inveſtigation of the firſt term; inaſmuch 
as all the needful will reſult from an en- 
quiry into the nature of the other two, 
unto which Juſtification is ſaid to be 
annexed. It will only therefore be ne- 
ceſſary to aſcertain the moſt obvious 
and accurate meaning of the term.— 
And here I would guard againſt an 
error, which Enthuſiaſts are but too 
prone to indulge; even the ſuppoſition 

that 
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that it implies an ab/olute /potleſ5 nature 
in conſequence of their faith: a ſtate 
free from the dominion of ſin: that 
ſtate, which they fondly repreſent to 
themſelves under the deluſive term of 
the new birth; and by which they fa- 
tisfy themſelves of their own eſpecial 
Election. Now the original term, when 
carefully examined by the context, will 
appear {imply to imply that act in ju- 
dicial proceedings, whereby the perſon 
at the Bar is (not acquitted) but exempt 
from the conſequence of Judgement.— 
Wherefore it is manifeſt, that the 7u/- 
{tfication promulged by the Goſpel, is 
to be conſidered only as the free and 
merciful act of our great Judge, where- 
by he delivers his faithful ſervants from 
the guilt and conſequent puniſhment 


due to their offences; on terms perfec- 


tive of human nature, and ſuitable to 
his own purity and holineſs. 


Still there is a diſtinction, which ſome 
have ventured on (although it muſt be 
conſidered 
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conſidered only as a vague inference) 
of a two-fold Juſtification. By which 
is meant, .that in this Life a man by 
his Faith is ſo far juſtified, as to be 
arranged under that banner of Chriſt, 
where he may be aided to perſevere in 
the accumulation of that treaſure which 
may prove his ſecurity in the day of 
final retribution. To the principle, 
doubtleſs, we cannot object: this aid, 
vouchſafed to the faithful, is certain- 
ly deducible from Scripture; and is 
full of conſolation: but, we muſt 
conſider the term of Juſliſication an- 
hexed thereto, as grofsly miſapplied; 
and beyond the miſapplication, calcu- 
lated only to feed a controverſy, in 
which we derive no aid or authority 
from Scripture, However, by the ad- 
vocates for this Doctrine, it is allowed, 
that a man may fall off from the firſt.— 
FJuſitfication therefore, according to the 
proper import of the term, muſt neceſ- 
larily be confined to the laſt determi- 


nation of our fate. I pals on therefore, 
0 to 


E093 
to the Second, and more important 


point, to determine the Apoſtolical 
meaning of the word FAIT H. 


2. And be it obſerved, that the Faith, 
unto which St. Paul annexes Juſſiſica- 
tion, is by no means to be underſtood 
(if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) as a fingle 
uirtue;—but even as the entire condition 
of the Evangelical Covenant : or, in 0- 
ther words, that which collects in its 
train, all the deeds of Chriſtian piety, 
That it is, which engages us firſt to 
believe in God; — from an aſſurance of 
his goodneſs, to truſt in him ;—from a 
contemplation of the love which he hath 
beſtowed on us *, to ſerve him; in the 
hope of SEEING HIM AS HE 18+; — 60 
purify ourſelves, even as he is pure | ;— 
and laſtly, from a conviction of the ex- 
tenſive merits and univerſal efficacy of 
that myſterious ſacrifice, the great end 
and accompliſhment of the Law; to 
implore, in our own behalf, the inter- 

ceſſion 
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ceſſion of our Redeemer : that our 
own imperfect meaſure may be ſup- 
plied from the abundance of his Grace. 
So that Faith will, of neceſſity, involve 
Hope, Charity, and every deed of Piety 
and Virtue, And, to this effect, is the 


reaſoning of St. Paul himſelf. To the 


Galatians he, obſerves, that in Jeſus 
Chriſt: neither carcumc:fion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion; but Faith, 
which worketh, by love *. And again, as 
it were ſumming up the argument of 
his Epiſtle ;— for in Chriſt Jeſus neither 
circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumciſion; but a new creature T.— 
And to the Corinthians he declares, — 
Circumciſion is nothing, and uncircum- 
ciſton is nothing, but the keeping of the 
Commandments of God t. Can we read 
and ſtill retain a doubt as to what St, 
Paul means by Faith? Muſt we not 
neceſſarily infer, that the Faith which 
he preached, as productive of Juſttfi- 
cation, was none other than that, which 


C 2 "= became 
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became valid through Charity ;—that, 
which pointed out its fruits in the new, 
Creature ;—that which conformed its 
practice to the Laws of God? 


But this is ſtill further manifeſt, when 
we turn to thoſe patlages of the fame 
Apoſtle, wherein, treating of Faith a- 
lone, unconnected with practical duties, 
he ſeems to repreſent it as of no validity. 
Though I have all Faith, fo that I could 
remove mountains, and have not Charity, 
F am nothing*, Yet this is the ſame 
Apoſtle, who in the words of the text, 
places Faith in the higheſt ſcale of 
Chriſtian requiſites. Again, in the con- 
cluſion of his argument, he ſpeaks more 
deciſively : And now abideth Faith, 
Hope, Charity, | theſe three; — but the 
greateſt of theſe is Charity f. What 
ſhall we hence infer > What can we, 
but that St. Paul uniformly conſiders 
a juſtifying Faith as replete with active 
virtues ;—the moſt eminent of which, 

is 
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is Charity; as the accompliſhment of 
every duty towards our fellow creatures, 
and towards God himſelf our univerſal 
Parent: and that he in truth ſpake the 
ſame individual ſentiment with St James, 
that as the body without the ſpirit is dead, 
fo Faith without Works, is dead alfo*? 


Nor is it leſs clear, that obedience to 
the Law is by St. Paul, neceſſarily in- 
volved in the idea of Fart; ſince he 
very emphatically declares, that a com- 
pliance with the precepts of God, are 
neceſſary to enſure that Juſtiſicatian, 
which he attributes elſewhere to Faith. 
For not the hearers of the Law are juſt 
before God, but the doers of the Law hall 
be juſtiſied T. And again, Know ye not 
that to whom ye yield yourſelves ſervants 
ta obey, has ſervants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of fin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteouſneſs |. From 
theſe, and numerous other paſlages of a 
ſimilar tendency, which the attentive 

reader 
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reader may ſufficiently collect, we are 
led to affirm, that when the Apoſtle at- 
tributes Fuſtrfication to Faith; although 
Faith alone is expreſled, ſtill that he 
implies all thoſe concomitants, which 
in other paſlages he involves under the 
general idea of Faith. And can we do 
otherwiſe; the Apoſtle himſelf having 
teſtified, that without Charity—Faith is 
nothing worth ;—that unto Obedience 
of the Law, Juſtification is annexed :--. 
ſtill attributing elſewhere all the need- 
ful unto Faith ? Can we, I ſay, do 
otherwiſe than conclude, that Faith of 
neceſſity involves Obedience, and a 
compliance with all thoſe practical du- 
ties, both towards God and Man, which 
are deducible from the Goſpel? 


But here a queſtion naturally ariſes, 
whether in truth Faith can exiſt without 
Charity, and a compliance (as far at leaſt 
as our nature will permit) with the Law? 
If we may colle& our information from 


the 
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the Apoſlle, it certainly may; for he 
ſuppoſes a ſtrong caſe ;—even that de- 
gree of Faith which might enable him 
to remove mountains :—a ſpecies, we 
may remember, allowed valid by our 
Saviour“. But {till this is not a juſti- 
Hing faith, It ſeems to acknowledge, 
indeed, the Omnipotence of God; but, 
with reſpect to compliance with his 
will, it may be altogether barren: and 
in that inſtance can only be productive 
of greater damnation. So too, we are 
not to imagine that the number of ſelf- 
avowed Chriſtians, who approach with 
a © Lord, Lord!” and boaſt of their 
Faith, yet perſevere in their iniquity, 
have made any real advances towards 
Juſtification. Our Lord himſelf in- 
forms us, in what manner all ſuch will 
be received: never knew you ; depart 
From me, all ye that work muyguityT .— 
The queſtion then will thus reſolve it- 
ſelf; and our Authority ſtands beyond 

the 
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the reach of Cavil, that no Faith what. 
ever can avail us to Juſtrfication, which 
is not perfect in the fulfilling of the 
Law, 


We have ſeen then the nature or 
Faith; let us now confider what the 
Apoſtle implies by Works. 


3. As to the general Evangelical 
meaning of the term, no illuſtration 
can be requiſite : all muſt comprehend 
it, who are able to diſtinguiſh between 
good and evil. By good works then, 
are meant acts of true holineſs, and of 
ſincere Obedience to the Laws of the 
Goſpel. In the preſent inſtance, how- 
ever, we mult infer, that St. Paul treats 
of ſome Works in particular: for it is 
evident, that he involves all the prac- 
tical duties, and virtues of Chriſtianity, 
under his idea of Faith. Doubtlels, 
therefore, theſe Works, which the A- 
poſtle pronounces inſufficient to the 

attainment 


Co) 
attainment of Salvation, muſt be, in 


ſome meaſure, diſtinct from that, his 
general idca. 


Now, to comprehend che real and 
full intent of the Apoſtle, it may be 
uſeful to give ſome attention to his lead- 
ing object, in this Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans; as well as to the opponents and 
adverſe doctrines, which he therein 
proſeſſedly combats. 


We are here to recollect, that, from 
the firſt preaching of the Goſpel to the 
Jews, it laboured under this weighty 
prejudice; that it ſtruck at the very 
exiſtence of that diſpenſation, which 
had been eſtabliſhed by Moſes, under 
the immediate auſpices of God; as was 
evident from the miraculous events with- 
out number, whereby it was repeatedly 
confirmed. From the very beginning, 
this conſideration ſpread an alarm a- 
mong the Jews, And we find our 
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bleſſed Lord himſelf, in his ever- memo. 
rable Diſcourſe upon the Mount, urging, 
as it were, a reply to this Charge :— 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the 
Law or the Prophets: I am not come to 
deſtroy, but to fulfill *®. However, in 
due time, the Law was by this means 
made perfect and fulfilled. According- 
ly, typical ceremonies were aboliſhed, 
on the eſtabliſhment of the truth: — the 


ſpiritual law being confirmed, the carnal, 
of courle, ceaſed. 


Still the Jews, who had fondly: ima- 
gined that their law was final, and their 
diſpenſation to remain cœval with the 
world; could little reliſh what appeared 
to. them a mutilation, if not a total a- 
bolition of it, Phariſaical traditions had 
reduced their religion in _ inſtances, 
to a mere jumble of idle forms, ſenſeleſs 
and ſuperſtitious : but to them the more 
alen law of Liberty proved the in- 

| troduction 
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troduction of a ſeverer law. In conſe- 
quence of theſe prejudices, many re- 
volted at the ſimplicity of the new 
religion: and not a few, who were ac- 
tually convinced by the miracles of 
Chriſt and of his Apoſtles, which had 
enliſted under the banners of the new 
Faith, ſtill could not diveſt themſelves 
of their awe for the Moſaic rites ;— 
neither could be perſuaded to rejett the 
ſhadow, when they had actually em- 
braced the ſubſtance, And hence ori- 
ginated the numerous tribe of Judaizing 
Chriſtians—a motley ſpecies, who by 
their practice, could fcarcely be termed 
of either perſuaſion. A fimilar diſpoſi- 
tion ſoon paved the way for interhal 
diviſions : neither were there wanting 
turbulent ſpirits to fan the flame; and 
from theſe ſmall beginnings, to intro- 
duce among the firſt converts, the bit- 
ter zeal of controverſy and contention. 
Hence, as we learn from the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, ſome would have impoſed 
a compliance with the rites of the old 

D 2 Covenant, 
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Covenant, even on the Gentile con- 
verts . In conſequence of this, the 
Apoſtolical decree was promulged in 
favor of the Gentiles. The quiet thence 
eſtabliſhed, was not however of a long 
continuance: . ſpeedily old doctrines 
were revived, by the ſubtle enemies of 
the Goſpel ; and the Gentiles again la- 
boured under ſimilar perplexities. A- 
mong the Churches of Rome and Ga- 
latia, this was more immediately the 
caſe; and againſt ſuch dangerous im- 
poſitions, che great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles chiefly levels his authority. That 
he might thoroughly eradicate ſo dan- 
gerous a corruption, (already condemn- 
ed in the Apoſtolic Synod) he enters 
on a minute examination of the Moſaic 
Covenant: treating of its origin, nature 
and application : and as well in this 
Epiſtle to the Romans, as in that to 
the Galatians, proving by various ar- 
guments, that it never was the purpoſe 


of God that the Moſaic Law ſhould 
be 
** Acts xv. 
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be eſteemed a Covenant of Salvation; 
inaſmuch as thereby alone, (independent 
of its connection with the New) no one 
ever had, or mdeed could attain real 
Juſtification, Such 1s the intention of 
St. Paul, in the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
And under this conſideration it will, I 
ſhould imagine, appear evident, that the 
works, unto which the Apoſtle refers, 
are to be underſtood as thoſe, which 
were enjoined by the ceremonial Law, 
Which is indeed ſometimes, more eſpe- 
cially in the words of the text, very 
plainly aſſerted : wherein he terms them, 
not ſimply works——but the deeds of 
the Law. 


The reſult therefore of our examin- 
ation appears to be this: that St Paul, 
ſpeaking of the efficacy of Faith, con- 
traſts it with the ritual Law. I need 
not here enlarge on the incompetency 
of that Law. It may ſuffice us to have 
ſeen, that when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
Faith—he implies a demonſtration of 


that 
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that Faith, by an actual compliance 
with thoſe precepts, laws and ordinan- 
ces, which are enjoined us by the 
Goſpel. St. Paul therefore, may be 
ſaid to infer, that Man is juſtified by 
the Goſpel, and not by the Law of 
Moſes. 


Let us now then, compare the ſenti- 
ments of each Apoſtle. 


It is evident, that by the Works unto 
which St. James attributes Juſtification 
(or in other words, that portion of Di- 
vine favor which may ſecure us from 
the puniſhment of the Law) is meant, 
a conformity to the precepts of the New 
Covenant, in reverence of him who 
makes it. Similar to this, is St. Paul's 
idea of Faith, Juſtiſicalion, there fore, 
is by each, annexed to the ſame prin- 
ciple. St. Paul rejects the validity of 
the deeds of the Law, to enſure Juſti- 
fication ; St. James reprobates that de- 
luſive ſpecies of Fazth, on which fo many 

depend, 
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depend, foſtering the idea of /el/-reghte< 
ouſneſs ;——that Faith, which St. Paul 
declares to be as nothing, unaccompa- 
nied with Charity that Faith, which 
he afterwards aſſerts, to hold but a ſub- 
ordinate degree of eſtimation with reſ- 
pect to Charity. ww 


The ſum therefore of our argument 
will reſt at this point That throught 
the merits of the Sacrifice in the New 
Covenant, Man may obtain Juſtiſication 
by a faithful adherence to the precepts! 
of the Goſpel : unto which, he is actu- 
ated by a firm belief and reliance on 
the promiſes therein contained, and an 
heart fraught with gratitude for thoſe 
ineſtimable benefits. But, orthe other: 
hand, chat as the ceremonial Law ob 
Moles— that Law which had but a' fhas': 
dow of good things to come*, was inade- 
quate to the purchaſe of Salvation; 
lo neither will that barren FAlrn, 
which is not productive of theſe ſure 


teſis 
* Hebrews x.—i. 
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teſts of its ſincerity, be attended by 
chat ſaving grace, the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtic of the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 


Having offered thus much on this 
moſt intereſting ſubject, I cannot en- 
tirely diſmiſs it without making a tran- 
ſient application to another doctrine, 
which ſtands much connected with it; 
at leaſt, which is generally eſpouſed by 
thoſe, who are moſt zealous for the 
Doctrines already controverted: the 
idea, I mean, of their own eſpecial 
unconditional Election: or, as they 
would expreſs it, that Chriſt came into 
this world to fave only a certain pre- 
deſtined number, into which they are 
themſelves conſcious of being already 
elected. To ſay nothing of the pre- 
ſumption of ſuch a boaſt, let us only 
examine the doctrine by that of Juſti- 
fication. We have ſeen 1ts real nature 
and dependencies. We have allo ſeen, 
that although a merciful and gracious 

act 


1 
act of God, of which no man living can 
be intrinſically worthy ;—ſtill, that as 
well Chriſt as his Apoſtles uniformly 
ſuppoſe us capable of attaining it, and 
accordingly enjoin us univerſally to at- 
tempt it. What then becomes of this 
lond fancied charm, vouchſafed to thoſe 
torpid ſouls, who would fit them down 
contented, ſecure in the decree pro- 
nounced in their favor—leaving every 
thing to God? We do not here ſpeak 
of thoſe choſen veſſels, who, conſiſtent 
with the fore-knowledge of God, may 
have been brought . forward to, anſwer 
the great purpoſes of revelation : but 
would ſtrenuouſly combat that arro- 
gance, which claims an unmerited ſupe- 
tiority of affection at the hand of God, 


in oppoſition to the plaineſt * 
of the Goſpel. 


Zut I am aware, that a partial ex- 
ammation of the ſubje& will have little 
weight; inaſmuch as the chief advocates 
for this Doctrine aſſume points, which 
| E can 


( 26 ) 


can only be determined from an accurate 
inveſtigation of words in the original 
language of the New Teſtament : for 
thereon, in truth, the whole controverſy 
would turn. A moſt werghty reaſon, 
this, againſt giving heed to thoſe teach- 
ers, who from ignorance, are themſelves 
debarred the power of drawing true 
doctrines from the original fountain of 
light: that fountain — whence — and 
whence alone, any ſhould be drawn.— 
I have only hinted in what manner the 
doctrine of Election is connected with 
that of * | 


It 1s by Juſtification. alone that we 
can obtain admiſſion to the joys of fu- 
turity: but as to the terms on which it 
is promiſed, (which it has been the in- 
tent of this diſcourſe to place in the 
cleareſt light) our Lord enjoins us uni- 
verſally to fecure them for ourſelves. 
Election, therefore; which brings us to 
the very fame end; and which is only 
to be underſtood as the K 

0 
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of our fate —is actually the conſequence 
of Juſtification—in no ſenſe the cauſe, 
We ſee then, how it ſtands or falls, with 
the proper diſtinction of that term.— - 
What further I would ſubmit on the 
ſubjeR, I ſhall enforce by an example. 


I ſhould imagine, that preſumption 
could hardly ever have taken ſuch entire 
poſſeſſion of any one, as to repreſent 
their own Election to be more certain, 
than was that of St. Peter, when called 
to the Apoſtleſhip. But ſtill a further WK 
token of the divine preference was 
vouhſafed him, no leſs ſignal than en- 
couraging, On his demonſtrating an 
extraordinary degree of Faith, our Lord 
rejoins: Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona: 
for fleſh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father, which is in 
heaven. And I ſay alſo unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock Twill 
build my Church : and the gates of .hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it“. If in any 

| E 2 one 


* Matt, xvi.— 17, 18. 
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one inſtance, Election is publickly to be 
traced in: favor of an individual, it mult 
be in this: inaſmuch as it involves not 
only a promiſe, but a deliberate pro- 
phecy. But. ſtill turn to a ſubſequent 
period of his hiſtory :—turn, and view 
him denying the Lord that bought him — 
denying him with bitter oaths—adding 
perjury to infidelity. I enter not on a 
full inveſtigation of the ſubject, but 
would endeavour to roule the lethargic 
ſoul of any aſſerter of his own Election; 
by demanding, what he conceives might 
have been the Apoſtle's fate, had his 
indignant Maſter cut him off under the 
immediate preſſure of his guilt; or had 
remorſe driven him, with the traitor 
Judas, to hide his ſhame in a premature 
death. Faith was, for the moment, ſup- 
preſſed; and the Apoſtle degenerated. 
And who art thou, O Man, who boaſteſt 
that thou canſt not fall An Apoſtle 
fell! But, He went out, and wept bit- 
terly * / Go thou too, and with tears 

explate 


* Luke xxii. 62. 


( 29 ) : 


expiate thy preſumption! Repent of | 
this thy wickedneſs; and pray God, of M 
perhaps the thought of thine heart may 

be forgiven thee *, 


Keep thy ſervants, Lord, from pre- i 
ſumptuous fins, leſt they get the dominion ö 
over us : ſo ſhall we be undefiled and in- | 
nocent from the great Offencet. 


Thus have I endeavoured to reconcile 

the apparent contrarieties in the Doctrine 

of our Apoſtles, and to expound the 

proper Evangelical baſis of Salvation. 

And it has been done, I truſt, conſiſtent a 
with the ſpirit of thoſe ſacred records, 
wherein the gracious meſſage has been 
tranſmitted for our conſolation and en- 
couragement. It were barely poſſible, 
either for me to have dwelt on this im- 
portant ſubject, or for you, my Brethren, 
to have given me a candid hearing; 
without calling to mind the fatal delu- 
ſion which it occaſions, as in old times, 1 
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ſo even in our on days to numbers of 
our ſucceeding Brethren. Will not the 
preſent age but too juſtly apply to that 
predicted period, in which it was fore- 
told, that men would not endure ſound 
doctrine ; but after their own luſts would 
heap to themſelves teachers, having utch- 
ing ears? How many, alas! are thoſe, 
who vainly ſeek refuge in they know not 
what ;—who build their hopes on a 
phantom of their own imagination ;— 
who turn away their ears from the 
truth, and are turned unto fables + !— 
Our faith, and what is more, our Cha- 
rity muſt induce us ta lament the de- 
luſion: may it alſo awaken every effort 
to ſtem a torrent, at once equally pre- 
judicial to the eternal welfare of indivi- 
duals, as to the promotion of our ſocial 
comforts. I can but feel a reluttance 
to impeach the tendency of any religious 
opinion: but ſtill I am called on to re- 
mind you (and may it have its full im- 
preſſion) what may prove the reſult of 

that 


* 2 Tim, iv,—3. Þ+ 2 Tim, iv.—5. 
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that which depreſſes the efficacy, con- 
ſequently, in ſome meaſure, abrogates 
che neceſſity of the ſocial virtues: con- 
fining ſalvation to that faich, of which, 


even the Devils are capable, and at 
which they tremble. 


To thoſe, who are the objects of our 
lamentation, I am denied the opportu- 
nity of addreſſing my Diſcourſe, ſince 
few of them, in all probability, have 
chanced to ſtray within theſe walls. 
However, let not the wavering of ſome, . 
have any influence on our fidelity. If 
we cannot eradicate the diſorder—ſtill, 
ſo far we may ſucceed as to ſtop the 
progreſs of the - contagion. We have 
traced the genuine doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity on this important point: if your 
minds afford their aſſent to the fidelity 
of the diſcuſſion, let your lives paſs in 
lubſerviency thereto. But be ye alla 
ſtedfaſt in Faith, without wavering: let 
your works, your attendance on your 

reſpective 


1 
reſpective ſtations, relationſhipe, and 
duties, aſſert che validity of your Faith. 


Heaven fotbid; that the ſacred name 
of Religion, that | all-cheeting name, 
which forms a cement more powerful 
than the ties of blood, ſhould, in theſe 
enlightened days be perverted to diſcord 
and diſunion! Yet the ſubject will in- 
duce me, in the words of the Apoſtle, 
to beſeecth you to mark them, wich cauſe - 
diviſions and offences, contrary to the doc- 
trines winch ye have learned, and to avoid 
them *. Our Church has foſtered in its 
boſom, the mild ſpirit of toleration; 
the brighteſt Jewel, which can adorn 
any: it exemplifies that Charity the beſt 
voucher for its Faith. Still, although 
we tolerate others, it becomes a more 
important duty to adhere, as individuals, 
firmly and openly to our own, Iam 
the more intent on this ſubject, having 
every reaſon to believe, that the utmoſt 
miſchief has accrued from its being fo 


little 
* Romans xvi.— 17. 
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little heeded. You muſt be ſenſible of 
the great prevalence of example over 
a large portion of our fellow creatures: 
perhaps more than half the world are 
actuated by no better principle. How 
weighty an inducement then, for us to 
be cautious in the example which we 
ſet: for, let me add, there are very 
few of thoſe, who are elevated above the 
common rank of mankind, but are looked 
up to as the guides and patterns to the 
little circles over which they occaſionally 
preſide, Neither is the conduct of our 
tace in this inſtance deſtitute of reaſon: 
the greater advantage we have derived 
from education and experience, the 
greater light of principle and morals we 
may be ſuppoled to contain; we thus 
become, at leaſt the planets of our ſy- 
ſtem; and although we may ourſelves 


ſhine with borrowed luſtre—ſtill, from 


the reflection of that alone, others are 
enabled to emit a fainter glow. Suffer 


me, therefore, to caution fuch as fill 
F theſe 


— — a H— — 


— bs 


„ ee oe EO OT EEE, 


- * 
— „ 
— — — , + But << 


—— —— 
—— . ( — WR 


— : 


Rp —- 


) 


theſe ſtations in Society, againſt even 
inadvertencies of conduct. Give your 
ſanction to what you conſider to be the 
true Faith :—Mark them, which cauſe di- 
vnſrons and offences, and avoid them ;— 
be not, as children, toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine *: but, having proved all things, 
hold faſt that which is good F. 


I mean not by theſe words of admo- 
nition, to ſow diſſentions in a Chriſtian 
Community; but, would ſtrenuouſly 


urge the neceſſity of witholding even 
our tacit ſanction, by caſually making 
one 1n the ſeminaries of diſunion. Let 
it not be your caſe, to verifythe prophetic 
ſarcaſm of St. Paul: that itching ears 
ſhould prevail over ſound judgment. 
In a word, give not thoſe, who may be 
ſwayed by your example, an opportu- 
nity to ſuppoſe that you are wavering 
in your Faith: or, that you conſider 
your Faith to be a matter of indifference. 


Deſert 
* Eph. iv.—14 f 1 Theſſ. v.—2 1. 
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Deſert not the holy Parent, who has 
foltered and cheriſhed you from your 
earheſt days ;—who has implanted in 
you the firſt fair ſeeds of virtue ;—who 
taught you to liſp the precepts of your 
Maker ;—and, before ye were meet ob- 
jects for the flerght of men and cunning 
craftineſs *, diſcovered to you the in- 
tereſting medium of true Religion. 
And let not ſo baſe a motive as curioſity 
induce you to forſake her- to aſſiſt the 
progreſs of an alien: to ſeek entertain- 
ment where your heart denies its aſſent. 
Under what Claſs ſhall we rank the de- 
votion of ſuch Chriſtians ? 


Thoſe who ſtand in the relationſhip, 
whether of Parents, Magiſtrates, Teach- 
ers, or of Maſters, may do well to 
conſider, how far their examples may 
prevail in theſe inſtances over their Off- 
ſpring or Dependants. Let it not be 
treated as an improbable ſurmiſe, if we 

F 2 conjecture, 
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conjecture, that whilſt the principle gra. 
tiſies his itching ears, the influence of 
his example may prevail on the Depen- 
dant, to gratify a more criminal inelt- 
nation. And who ſhall pretend to de- 
termine, whether the Offence may not 
be found in the ſame dark regiſter with 
its eee caule ! 


Let not theſe words of caution be 
miſcontrued into a breach of that duty 
which it is our wiſh to inculcate. We 
would eſtabliſh that Farth, which worketh 
by Love*. And that, -it mult be obvi- 
ous, will in the firſt place, ſeek the glory 
and honor of that beneficient power, 
whence every hope and every comfort is 
deduced; in whom we live and move, and 
have our being + : who, (as the beloved 
Apoſtle of Chriſt aſſures us) himſelf 5 
Lovet. And this we till further may 
promote, by labouring to bring the 
loſt ſheep unto the flock of Chriſt ; that 


we 
* Gal. v6, f Acts xvii.—28. 


I 1 John 1v.— 16. 
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we may be one Fold, under one Shepherd v. 
This we may all accompliſh towards 
individuals, although our Duty requires 
us to mark and avoid them in their ag- 
gregate capacity. Here example may 
prevail : precept will have its due force. 
And this, let me add, will be the cer- 
tain demonſtration of our own Faith ; 
even to the ſecurity of a glorious and 
permanent reward :—for, as St. James 
ſpeaks to our encouragement, any 
of you do err from the truth, and one 
convert him ;—let him know, that he 
which converteth a ſinner from the error 
of has way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, 
and ſhall hide a multitude of fins t. 


Finally, then, Brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
fſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, / there 
be any praiſe, think on theſe things.— 

And 


* John x.— 16. + James v.— 19, 20, 
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And thoſe things which ye. have bot / 


learned, and received, and heard do: 
and the God of peace ſhall be with you *, 
Amen, 


Philip. iv.—8, 9. 


Advertiſement. 


T HE following Paraphraſe was delivered in a 
Sermon, with a mew to illuſtrate, and to point out 
in what manner the original may be made the Baſis of 
all our Devotions. It was received in ſuch a manner 
by a partral: Audience, as nearly to perſuade the Author 
that it might contain ſome little merit: at leaſt, the 
many applications, which have been made to him, for 
Cores of it. will juſtify him in thus preſenting it ta 
thoſe, for whoſe Inſtruftion it was originally compiled. 
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LORD's PRAYER. 


UR Father which art in Heaven, — 
CS our Guide, our Protector, our be- 
neficent Parent; who haſt created all 
things, and for whoſe pleaſure they are, 
and are created; in whom we live and 
move, and have our being ; thou Father 
of mercies, and God of all comfort; 
who dwelleſt between the Cherubims, 
and whoſe name is Eternity :—Hallowed 
be thy name.—As is thy power, might, 
majeſty and dominion, ſo let it be ac- 
knowledged by thy unworthy ſervants: 

Holy, 


4) 


Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hoſts, 
heaven and earth are full of chy glory; 
glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High !— 
Thy kingdom come. — Thou haſt graci- 
oully revealed thy Law to Man: for- 
ward the time, O bleſſed Lord, when 
Man ſhall make that Law the ſtandard 
of his conduct: when thou ſhalt be ac- 
knowledged as the univerſal Parent :— 
when Jews, Turks, Infidels and Heretics 
ſhall acknowledge Thee the only God, 
and Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. And 
may thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven, —As thy holy angels always do 
thee ſervice in heaven, ſo may we effect 
the ſame purpoſes on earth. Thou 
knoweſt what things we have need of 
before we aſk ; thou knoweſt alſo our 
Ignorance in aſking. Give us, then, 
ſuch things as may be conſiſtent with 
thy purpoſes : if comforts are in reſerve 
—thanks to thy gracious goodneſs : if 
adverſity—thy will be done ! But thou 
knoweſt likewiſe our infirmities, and 
all our wants; and of whom may we 


G ſeek 


( 42 ) 

ſeek for ſuccour but of thee. Give us, 
then, this day, our daily bread.—Feed 
us with food convenient for us; give 
us the neceſſaries of life, as the day may 
require; that we may be enabled to 
devote ourſelves entirely to thy ſervice. 
We are conſcious of our manifold tranſ- 
greſſions, and that we are altogether 
unworthy ſo much as to make our ſup- 

plications unto thee. But thou art the 
ſame Lord, whole property is always to 
have mercy. Grant us, O God, thy 
pardon. Forgive us our treſbaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
We ſue for pardon in their behalf:— 
extend it likewiſe unto us, who, in this. 
hope, are ambitious, by the forgiveneſs 
of others, to imitate thy mercy at an 
awful diſtance. Still, as our whole wiſh 
and ardent deſire, is to fulfill thy will 
in all things, grant us a further help:— 
Lead us not into temptation, but delzoer 
us from evil. Thou haſt declared, O 
Lord, that we muſt endure a trial ; be 
thou alſo our guide : ſuffer us not to be 
tempted 


6 


tempted above that we are able to bear; 
and let thy right hand protect us from 
the Arch-Enemy of our race. Save us, 
Lord, or we periſh: for, in thy hands 
alone, is veſted power; thou only art 
holy, thou only art the Lord: the do- 
minion of the whole world is thine ;— 
thou art King from everlaſting, and 
world without end. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever, —Hallelujah, —Amen. 
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